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Joining the European Higher Education Area 

“We, Ministers responsible for higher 

education in the participating countries of 

the Bologna Process, have met for a mid-

term review and for setting goals and 

priorities towards 2010. At this conference, 

we have welcomed Armenia, Azerbaijan, 

Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine as new 

participating countries in the Bologna 

Process.”



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
National Qualifications Framework

 Introduced in 2011 

 Harmonized with the European Qualifications 

Framework for Lifelong Learning (EQF-LLL) and 

the Qualifications Frameworks in the European 

Higher Education Area (QF-EHEA) in 2020 

Practical use: 

- competence-based standards of higher education: 

serves as a reference point for educational 

programmes development by HEIs 

- drafting and implementation of national 

qualifications recognition policies

- engaging employers into educational politics 

In progress – self-certification of the National 

Qualifications Framework



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

 ECTS credits are allocated on the basis of learning 

outcomes & student workload

 ECTS is used as a credit system for the accumulation 

of credits acquired within higher education institutions

 ECTS is used as a credit system for the transfer of 

credits for student learning outcomes acquired in 

another institution in the country

 ECTS is used as a credit system for the transfer of 

credits for periods of study abroad

 The higher education institution has an appropriate 

appeals procedure to deal with problems of credit 

recognition

In progress - ECTS credit allocation is regularly monitored 

and followed up by appropriate revision if necessary



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Diploma Supplement

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

Diploma Supplement in the EU/CoE/UNESCO Diploma 

Supplement format is issued to first- and second-cycle 

graduates:

 to every graduate

 automatically

 in a widely spoken European language

 free of charge

In progress - revision & digitalization of the Diploma 

Supplement (in line with the Paris Ministerial Communiqué 

2018)



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Lisbon Recognition Convention

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

Main principles of the Lisbon Recognition Convention are 

specified in the national legislation:

 applicants have right to fair assessment

 there is recognition if no substantial differences can be

proven

 in cases of negative decisions the competent 

recognition authority demonstrates the existence of 

substantial difference

 applicant's right to appeal of the recognition decision

In progress – further clarification of substantial difference 

& legislation or guidelines encourage comparing of 

learning outcomes rather than programme

contents



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Lisbon Recognition Convention: Article VII 

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

“Each Party shall take all feasible and reasonable steps 

within the framework of its education system and in 

conformity with its constitutional, legal, and regulatory 

provisions to develop procedures designed to assess fairly 

and expeditiously whether refugees, displaced persons

and persons in a refugee-like situation fulfil the relevant 

requirements for access to higher education, to further 

higher education programmes or to employment activities, 

even in cases in which the qualifications obtained in one of 

the Parties cannot be proven through documentary 

evidence.”

In progress – need-based review of implementation of 

the European Qualifications Passport for Refugees



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Quality assurance: Standards and guidelines for quality assurance (ESG)

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

A Quality Assurance system is in operation 

nationwide, but has not (yet) been fully aligned 

to the ESG

In progress - a fully functioning quality 

assurance system is in operation nationwide, in 

which all higher education institutions are 

subject to regular external quality assurance by 

an agency that has successfully demonstrated 

compliance with the Standards and Guidelines 

for Quality Assurance in the EHEA (ESG) 

through registration on EQAR



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Quality assurance: Student involvement

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

In all quality assurance reviews, students 

participate as full members at five levels:

 in governance structures of national Quality 

Assurance agencies

 in external review teams

 in the preparation of self-evaluation reports

 in the decision making process for external 

reviews

 in follow-up procedures



Overview of the Bologna tools implementation 
Quality assurance: Cross border quality assurance

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

All institutions and programmes can choose to 

be evaluated by a suitable quality assurance 

agency from outside the country to fulfil their

obligations for external quality assurance, while 

complying with national requirements. EQAR 

registration always serves as a criterion for

agencies to be allowed to carry out cross-border 

evaluation/accreditation/audit

In progress – implementation of the European 

Approach to the Quality Assurance of Joint 

Programmes in the EHEA



Ukraine in the Bologna Follow-Up Group 2018-2020 - 1

Contributed as a member of the BFUG 

Drafting Committee to the Rome Ministerial 

Communiqué 2020

Co-chaired the European Higher Education 

Area during January-June 2020



Ukraine in the Bologna Follow-Up Group 2018-2020 - 2

Active member of thematic peer-learning 

groups on Lisbon Recognition Convention & 

Quality Assurance

Implement 3 Erasmus+ projects on 

Support to the EHEA reforms 



Academic mobility - national legislation 

Provisions on academic mobility approved in 2015

 Legal grounds for academic mobility:

- agreements / programs / projects on cooperation in education 

and science

- own initiative of students / staff supported by their domestic 

institution 

 Forms of academic mobility: 

- training in academic mobility programs

- language internship

- scientific internship

- joint projects

- teaching activities

- scientific research

- scientific internship

- certification training

In progress – full-scale revision of the Provisions on academic mobility 



Progress of Ukraine in academic mobility

National Erasmus+ Office, 2020

Erasmus+ Programme 2014-2020



Progress of Ukraine in academic mobility - 2

European Commission, 2020

German Academic Exchange Service & Horizon 2020

German Academic Exchange Service, 2020



Academic mobility: development areas

Bologna Process Implementation Report, 2020

 Advocation for balance academic 

mobility among European Higher 

Education Area countries: 

‘brain circulation’ instead of ‘brain drain’

 Acknowledging the leading role of 

physical mobility as compared to virtual 

mobility
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