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What is International 
Credit Mobility?



Introduction
• International credit mobility started in 2015
• Allows programme country HEIs to partner with HEIs 

around the world to send and receive staff and 
students abroad 

• EU provides funding to provide grants for participants 
as well as organisational support funding

• Students can undertake a study placement or work 
placement (or both!)

• Staff (both academic or non-academic) can train or 
teach



Internships – new for 2018
• Can go in both directions (either to or from a partner 

country)
• The grant rate will be the same as for study mobilities
• During project implementation it will be possible to transf

er funds between traineeships and the other mobility acti
vities

• The learning agreement will need to be signed by the 
enterprise as well

• The sending HEI is responsible for the quality of the 
placement.

• www.erasmusintern.org can help with finding placements



UK overview



UK HE overview
• 209 ECHE holders

• Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) consist of:
• Universities
• Further Education Colleges, with higher education provision
• Alternative (private) providers

www.gov.uk/check-a-university-is-officially-recognised

• Higher education is quality assured by the UK’s Quality 
Assurance Agency (QAA) www.qaa.ac.uk



UK Erasmus+ National Agency
The UK National Agency is a partnership between the 
British Council and Ecorys UK

Higher education
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Adult education
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and training



UK-Ukrainian partnerships
• Erasmus+ ICM projects:

• 2015 - 4 UK-Ukrainian ICM projects funded
• 2016 - 8 UK-Ukrainian ICM projects funded
• 2017 - 6 UK-Ukrainian ICM projects funded

• Total value €982,640

• Total number of mobilities awarded 451
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Application Process



Finding a partner
• Look at current or past cooperation agreements your 

HEI has

• Looking for a new partner? Speak to a National Agency
• UK’s Higher education partner opportunities webpage

• Not sure about starting a new partnership? Consider 
starting with staff mobility only, to support the 
building of trust 



Who can apply?
• Any Programme Country HEI is eligible to apply, as long 

as it holds an Erasmus Charter for Higher Education 
(ECHE)

• Programme Country HEIs can partner with accredited 
Partner Country HEIs

• If successful both HEIs will need to complete an inter-
institutional agreement which will underpin the 
partnership





Evaluation procedure
• Applications are assessed through a peer review process 

by external experts

• European Commission provides Guidelines for Experts 
on Quality Assessment

• Two stage process:
1. Eligibility
2. Quality 



Award criteria
 How is the application assessed?

The Application is assessed on the following and must score a 
minimum of 60/100 –



Top tips



Relevance of the strategy
• Why do you want to facilitate mobility?

• How is the project relevant to your internationalisation 
strategy?

• What are the common benefits for you and your 
partner?

• Why are you choosing to send staff and/or students?

• Explain the complementarity of your institutions



Quality of the cooperation 
arrangements

• How will the roles and responsibilities be allocated?

• How will finances be split between both institutions?

• How will the communication channels work between 
you and your partner?

• What similar previous experience do you have?

• How will this project enhance existing partnership 
arrangements?



Quality of the project design and 
implementation

• Before, during, after

• What are the arrangements for the selection, support 
and recognition?

• What support activities are planned?

• What is the proposed timeline?



Impact and dissemination
• What will the impact of the programme be on the 

different stakeholders?

• How you will you evaluate the impact?

• What dissemination activities will you carry out?

• Who will benefit from dissemination?

• Be realistic in what you can actually implement



Findings from past assessments
1. Student and staff mobilities require the same amount of 

detail;

2. Include information on both the Programme and Partner 
Institutions;

3. A previous mobility project with the chosen partner is 
considered an advantage but it is not essential;

4. It is important to have a support programme in place to 
enhance student and staff experience;  

5. Appropriateness of measures for selecting participants; 

6. Recognition for staff mobilities

7. Impact and dissemination is important;



Key resources



Key documents

• Programme Guide 2018
www.erasmusplus.org.uk/key-resources#programme-guide

• Inter-Institutional Agreement
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/resources/documents/applicants/inter-institutional-
agreement_en

• Erasmus Charter for Higher Education
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/resources/documents/applicants/higher-education-
charter_en



Helpful guidance

• Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility – Quick Guide for 
Participating Higher Education Institutions in Partner 
Countries 

• Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility – Do’s and don’t 
for applicant higher education institutions

• Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility – Handbook for 
Higher Education Institutions 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/resources/documents/applicants_en



Helpful resources
• Erasmus+ UK website

www.erasmusplus.org.uk/apply-for-international-credit-mobility

• Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility – guidelines for 
Experts on Quality Assessment (2017 version)
www.erasmusplus.org.uk/file/3304/download

• Higher education partner opportunities webpage
www.erasmusplus.org.uk/higher-education-partner-opportunities



Erasmus+ is the European Union programme for education, training, youth and sport.
The Erasmus+ UK National Agency is a partnership between the British Council and Ecorys UK.
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