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Bologna Process

- based on values 
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Bologna Declaration, 1999

https://www.ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/1999_Bologna_Declaration_English_553028.pdf


Fundamental 
values

• Discussions start in 2015 
• “public responsibility for higher education, academic freedom, 

institutional autonomy, and commitment to integrity”
• “democratic and civic values, in order to strengthen European 

and global citizenship and lay the foundations for inclusive 
societies.”

• 2015 Accession of Belarus to the Bologna Process
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SUPPORT F O R
THE BELARUS ROADMAP
Final Report (2018)

https://ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/2018_Paris/72/3/MEN_conf-EHEA_AG2_03_950723.pdf
https://ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/2018_Paris/72/3/MEN_conf-EHEA_AG2_03_950723.pdf
https://ehea.info/media.ehea.info/file/2018_Paris/72/3/MEN_conf-EHEA_AG2_03_950723.pdf


Fundamental values – work in progress
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2018-2020 - Task Force (as part of WG “implementation monitoring”)
• Definition of academic freedom

2021-2024  “Working Group on Fundamental Values
1. Define “fundamental values”
2. Fundamental values” working group de jure and de facto monitoring
3. Promote university values: “foster constructive dialogue and peer-learning”
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Fundamental Values: 
what are they?
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• Academic Freedom
• distinct, fundamental democratic right

• freedom of thought, opinion and expression

• framed by rigorous scientific and professional standards, 
• respect for the rights of others, ethical conduct

• awareness of the impact of research on humans and their environment.

• Academic Integrity

• Institutional Autonomy

• Responsibility of Higher Education

• Responsibility for Higher Education

• Participation of students and staff

Development 
of value 
statements
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Measuring values: EUA’s Autonomy Scorecard 2023

6https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1061:university-autonomy-in-europe-iv-the-scorecard-2023.html 

https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1061:university-autonomy-in-europe-iv-the-scorecard-2023.html
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Measuring values: 2023 Academic Freedom Index

7https://academic-freedom-index.net/ 

de facto levels of academic freedom 
• freedom to research and teach
• freedom of academic exchange and dissemination
• institutional autonomy
• campus integrity
• freedom of academic and cultural expression

.

https://academic-freedom-index.net/
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Discussion

• How relevant are the BP discussions/approach on this topic to your context? Does it address the 

main challenges of your system? Please elaborate. 

• Is there a common understanding about these values in your system? What interest do the 

stakeholders show on this questions?

• What do you see as main perils and risks for values in your system or at your institution? N.B. 

challenges could come from outside, e.g. by governments, but also by other parties (media, 

companies), but also from inside, by the members of the institution.

• Are there any measures for protecting these values in your system, through policies and 

legislation, or dedicated structures?

• Are there any data-collection practices in your system? What challenges would this present?
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